25'E. The average altitude of the area is 600m, while the surrounding hilltops range from 850-1050 m. The hilly regions show little primary evergreen forest restricted to sacred groves and comparatively more secondary evergreen and moist deciduous forests (Dahanukar & Padhye 2005) . Tamhini Ghats and surrounding areas are rich and diverse for their fungal diversity; many new species including a recent new genus Tamhinispora Rajeshkumar & Rahul Sharma were identified from Tamhini Ghat valleys (Rajeshkumar et al. 2011a,b; Rajeshkumar & Singh 2012; Rajeshkumar & Sharma 2013 ). An obscure species of Phalangispora Nawawi & Webster form sporodochia with stauroconidia with branches radiating or up (Seifert et al. 2011 ) and sporodochial setae surrounding the conidiomata was found on fallen leaves of Mangifera indica.
The genus Phalangispora was described by Nawawi & Webster (1982) for a fungus having branched tetraradiate conidia collected from the water forms of Ulu Gaombak in Malaysia and sporulating cultures on 2% Malt Extract Agar (IMI 256650). They established the genus Phalangispora with key characteristics 'Mycelium primo subhyalinum, postea brunneo olivaceum, septatum, Conidiomata (sporodochia) pustulata aut obconica primo albida postea olivacea, sicca apparentia, laxa, ca. 5mm lata, ad basim cum 1-5 seris, Setare narrow isthmi, uniseriate below, bi to tri seriate above, with branches arising from the third or fourth cells of the main axis, of two types; apical or basal cells conical to obclavate, 7−9 × 2. Setose, setae 155−250 × 6−7.25 µm, 9-28 in numbers per sporodochia, arranged around the sporodochium, pale to dark brown or blackish, tapering towards the acute apex, paler towards tip, septate, septa thick walled, base wider 12−15 µm, swollen with rhizoid like structures, wall smooth and thick. Conidiophores present, highly branched, with primary and secondary branches, cylindrical, hyaline smooth, primary branches 16−25 × 3−3.5 µm, secondary branches 8−12 × 2.5−3.5 µm, Phialides cylindrical, smooth, hyaline 6−8 × 2.5−3 Notes: The arrangement of dark brown, septate sporodochial setae surrounding the sporodochia is a unique character in this strain that differentiates it from all the species so far recorded in this genus.
Results

Phalangispora bharathensis
Discussion: Genus Phalangispora is a unique setose sporodochial hyphomycete producing hyaline smooth, unicellular conidia connected by narrow isthmi in branched chains on polyblastic, discrete conidiogenous cells and short, thin walled, hyaline, septate conidiophores. While authenticating the type culture of Phalangispora in IMI (IMI 256650), BC Sutton (Nawawi & Webster 1982) had an opinion that the isolate made from the forms in Malaysia belongs to a group of genera which include Wiesneriomyces Koord., Speiropsis Tubaki, Gliophragma Subram. & Lodha and Pseudogliophragma Phadke & V.G. Rao. However, Phalangispora was related to Speiropsis, having branched conidial morphology, but differs from it in conidiomatal structure. He also mentioned the difference found in the presence or absence of setae in these genera; Speiropsis and Pseudogliophragma lack setae; however, Wiesneriomyces have sporodochial setae with simple chained conidia. Prior to this inventory, the conidia of this fungus have been reported from many different countries including Nigeria (Ingold 1959) , Ghana (Dixon 1959) , Sierra Leone (Le-John 1965) Japan (Miura 1974) and Indonesia (Nayo 1975 ) but a valid recognition was not made.
Based on the sporodochial development of P. constricta on dry Agar, Nawawi & Webster (1982) predicted the possibility of this fungus distribution in nature out of water. Later on, Nawawi (1985) reported that the fungus is semi-aquatic that readily grows on decaying leaves in a moist chamber. While describing a new species of Phalangispora, P. nawawi Kuthub. (holotype, IMI 312357, Lepar Forest Reserve, Pahang, Malaysia July 1986), Kuthubutheen (1987) confirmed the occurrence of the sporodochia of the type species in natural habitats in Malaysia. P. nawawi was erected based on the difference in size of the individual conidia, conidial chain and number of individual cell in the main axis and lateral branches. In P. nawawi the conidial chains were smaller and number of cells was fewer than P. constricta. The third species of Phalangispora, P. bharathensis was added from the Western Ghats of India as a terrestrial litter hyphomycete on Holigarna arnotiana (Anacardiaceae) from Cotigao Wildlife Sanctuary, Goa, India (IMI 387091). It was the first published species added to the genus Phalangispora outside Malaysia and first record of this genus from India (Prasad & Bhat 2002) . The major differences in conidial characteristics of these species are given in Table 1 .
In the present study the length of setae in the new strain of P. bharathensis was found to be shorter though the arrangement of setae was unique, surrounding the sporodochia. Also, the number of setae is much higher at 9-28 per sporodochia. All the species so far recorded under Phalangiospora have been described with sporodochia with basal setae; especially in P. bharathensis 8−16 setae arise from the margin of the sporodochial base. The illustrations provided in P. nawawi and P. bharathensis stated the same. Similar characteristics were validly considered even for differentiation of stauroconidia forming genus like Fumagopsis Speg. and Tridentaria Preuss in the past. Spegazzini (1910) established the genus Fumagopsis with a monotypic species under this genus F. triglifioides Speg. Later Kendrick & Carmichael (1973) incorrectly placed this genus as a synonym of Tridentaria. But van der Aa & van Oorschot (1985) and van der Aa & von Arx (1986) maintained Fumagopsis as an acceptable genus with its unique charaterestics, setose sporodochial conidiomata surrounding the sporodochia. Tridentaria produces mononematous conidiophores and colonies 
